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ESTIMATE  OF  DAMAGE  TO  ’.■TINTIEl  V/HEAT  BY  TEE  HSSSIAiT  FLY  IH  1943 

By  C.  C.  Hill,  Entomologist 
Division  of  Cereal  and  Forage  Insect  Investigations 

It  has  "been  estimated  that  the  hessian  fly  caused  a loss  of 
about  $8,257,000  to  the  winter  wheat  harvested  in  1943  in  23  of 
the  principal  v/inter  wheat  growing  States  as  shown  in  the  accompa- 
nying table.  The  total  value  of  this  crop  in  these  States  amount- 
ed to  $532,197,000.  The  estimate  of  loss  was  obtained  by  appl:"ing 
the  method  of  figuring  hessian  fly  losses  described  in  Department 
Circular  663  to  the  results  of  the  hessian  fly  s'cirvey  made  d'oring 
June  and  July,  1943.  This  estimate  is  very  conservative  because 
it  does  not  include  the  injury  to  the  newly  planted  crop  d'uring 
the  preceding  autumn  by  the  fall  brood  of  flies,  losses  due  to 
acreage  abandoned  because  of  fly  infestation,  or  the  loss  of 
spring  infested  stems  that  matured  but  fell  do^vn  before  harvest. 

One  authority,  for  instance,  ha.s  estimated  that  the  fly  caused  a 
loss  of  25,000,000  bushels  of  wheat  in  1943  in  i^ansas  alone. 

Infestations  were  low  throughout  the  Mnter" wheat  belt  with 
ezceptions  of  moderate  to  he&vy  irifes  tat  ions  in  the  Sacramento 
Valley  and  south-central  costal  counties  of  California,  and  more 
or  less  localized  areas  in  some  of  the  other  States.  The  loss 
caused  by  the  hessian  fly  in  the  1943  crop  was  therefore  lovr  compared 
v/ith  that  occuring  in  years  of  extensive  and  severe  inf esta.tions. 

Data  shoT-m  in  the  accompanj'ing  table  other  than  that  pertaining  to 
the  hessian  fly  were  contributed  by  the  Bureau  of  Agric^uLt'ura.1 
Economics. 


Estimate  of  damage  by  the  hessian  fly  to  the  winter  wheat  harvest  in  23  States,  1943 
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From  Table  3 “ U.S.D.A.  Circular  663 


